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A 26-year-old black male was treated for acute myeloid
leukemia, subtype AML4. The karyotype showed trisomy
of chromosome 8 and monosomy of chromosome 15. The
patient received 5 courses of chemotherapy with complete
remission after the first induction. Each aplasia was marked
by deep infection, often treated with antibiotherapy and
antifungal treatment. Chemotherapy courses included
aracytine, daunorubicin, etoposide, and kidrolase. The
patient developed multiple white lines on the fingernails,
known as Mees lines [1,2]. The distance between the
lines showed that the patient received the 2 last courses of
chemotherapy with a large delay. Each line corresponds to
the start of a chemotherapy course. Cytotoxic agents and
infections can induce the temporary arrest of proliferation of
the nail matrix, which is called Mees’ lines of the nail plate.
The patient remains in complete remission with a follow-
up of 6 months and the Beau’s lines of his nail plate have
disappeared completely. Informed consent was obtained.
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