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Aims and Scope
Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology (Eurasian J Pulmonol) 
is an international, scientific, open access periodical 
published in accordance with independent, unbiased, and 
double-blinded peer-review principles. The journal is the 
official publication of Turkish Respiratory Society and it is 
published tri-annually on April, August, and December.

Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology publishes clinical and 
experimental studies on respiratory diseases, reviews 
on current topics, case reports, editorial comments and 
letters to the editor that are prepared in accordance 
with the ethical guidelines. The journal may also publish 
guidelines and reports on the subjects within the scope 
of the journal. Conferences and abstracts presented in 
the annual national congress of the Turkish Respiratory 
Society are published in a special issue.

The target population of the journal includes specialists 
and academicians operating in the fields of pulmonary 
diseases, thoracic surgery, and physiology.

The editorial and publication processes of the journal 
are shaped in accordance with the guidelines of the 
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 
(ICMJE), World Association of Medical Editors (WAME), 
Council of Science Editors (CSE), Committee on Publication 
Ethics (COPE), European Association of Science Editors 
(EASE), and National Information Standards Organization 
(NISO). The journal is in conformity with the Principles 
of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing 
(doaj.org/bestpractice).

Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology is indexed in Web of 
Science-Emerging Sources Citation Index, TUBITAK 
ULAKBIM TR Index, DOAJ, HINARI, EBSCO, CINAHL, 
Index Copernicus and ProQuest.

Processing and publication are free of charge with the 
journal. No fees are requested from the authors at any point 
throughout the evaluation and publication process. All 
manuscripts must be submitted via the online submission 
system, which is available at www.eurasianjpulmonol.com. 

The journal guidelines, technical information, and the 
required forms are available on the journal’s web page.

All expenses of the journal are covered by the Turkish 
Respiratory Society.

Statements or opinions expressed in the manuscripts 
published in the journal reflect the views of the author(s) 
and not the opinions of the Turkish Respiratory Society, 
editors, editorial board, and/or publisher; the editors, 
editorial board, and publisher disclaim any responsibility 
or liability for such materials.

Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology is an open access 
publication that is based on Budapest Open Access Initiative 
(BOAI) declaration. Full text of the published content can 
be accessed free-of-charge at www.eurasianjpulmonol.
com Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology’s content is licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 
4.0 International License.

The journal is printed on an acid-free paper.

Editor:  Assoc. Prof. Benan ÇAĞLAYAN, 
Address: Kozyatağı Mah. Sümko 2 Sitesi, M7-A Blok K:10 
D:41, Kadıköy, İstanbul, Turkey
Phone: +90 (216) 410 22 58 / +90 (216) 410 22 59
Fax: +90 (216) 410 22 60
E-mail: eurasianjpulmonol@solunum.org.tr

Publisher: AVES
Address: Büyükdere Cad. 105/9 34394 Mecidiyeköy, Şişli, 
İstanbul, Turkey 
Phone: +90 (212) 217 17 00
Fax: +90 (212) 217 22 92 
E-mail: info@avesyayincilik.com

“This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.”
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Instructions to Authors
Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology (Eurasian J Pulmonol) is an interna-
tional, scientific, open access periodical published in accordance with 
independent, unbiased, and double-blinded peer-review principles. The 
journal is the official publication of Turkish Respiratory Society and it is 
published tri-annually on April, August, and December. The publication 
language of the journal is English.

Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology publishes clinical and experimental 
studies on respiratory diseases, reviews on current topics, case reports, 
editorial comments and letters to the editor that are prepared in accord-
ance with the ethical guidelines. The journal may also publish guidelines 
and reports on the subjects within the scope of the journal. Conferences 
and abstracts presented in the annual national congress of the Turkish 
Respiratory Society are published in a special issue.

The editorial and publication processes of the journal are shaped in 
accordance with the guidelines of the International Council of Medi-
cal Journal Editors (ICMJE), the World Association of Medical Editors 
(WAME), the Council of Science Editors (CSE), the Committee on Pub-
lication Ethics (COPE), the European Association of Science Editors 
(EASE), and National Information Standards Organization (NISO). The 
journal conforms to the Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in 
Scholarly Publishing (doaj.org/bestpractice).

Originality, high scientific quality, and citation potential are the most 
important criteria for a manuscript to be accepted for publication. Man-
uscripts submitted for evaluation should not have been previously pre-
sented or already published in an electronic or printed medium. The 
journal should be informed of manuscripts that have been submitted 
to another journal for evaluation and rejected for publication. The sub-
mission of previous reviewer reports will expedite the evaluation process. 
Manuscripts that have been presented in a meeting should be submitted 
with detailed information on the organization, including the name, date, 
and location of the organization.

Manuscripts submitted to Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology will go 
through a double-blind peer-review process. Each submission will be 
reviewed by at least two external, independent peer reviewers who are 
experts in their fields in order to ensure an unbiased evaluation process. 
The editorial board will invite an external and independent editor to 
manage the evaluation processes of manuscripts submitted by editors 
or by the editorial board members of the journal. The Editor in Chief is 
the final authority in the decision-making process for all submissions.

An approval of research protocols by the Ethics Committee in accord-
ance with international agreements (World Medical Association Dec-
laration of Helsinki “Ethical Principles for Medical Research Involving 
Human Subjects,” amended in October 2013, www.wma.net) is required 
for experimental, clinical, and drug studies and for some case reports. If 
required, ethics committee reports or an equivalent official document 
will be requested from the authors. For manuscripts concerning experi-
mental research on humans, a statement should be included that shows 
that written informed consent of patients and volunteers was obtained 
following a detailed explanation of the procedures that they may under-
go. For studies carried out on animals, the measures taken to prevent 
pain and suffering of the animals should be stated clearly. Information 
on patient consent, the name of the ethics committee, and the ethics 
committee approval number should also be stated in the Materials and 
Methods section of the manuscript. It is the authors’ responsibility to 
carefully protect the patients’ anonymity. For photographs that may re-
veal the identity of the patients, signed releases of the patient or of their 
legal representative should be enclosed.

All submissions are screened by a similarity detection software (iThenti-
cate by CrossCheck).

In the event of alleged or suspected research misconduct, e.g., plagia-
rism, citation manipulation, and data falsification/fabrication, the Edito-
rial Board will follow and act in accordance with COPE guidelines.

Each individual listed as an author should fulfill the authorship criteria 
recommended by the International Committee of Medical Journal Ed-
itors

(ICMJE - www.icmje.org). The ICMJE recommends that authorship be 
based on the following 4 criteria:

1 Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; 
or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; 
AND

2 Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual 
content; AND

3 Final approval of the version to be published; AND

4 Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensur-
ing that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part 
of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.

In addition to being accountable for the parts of the work he/she has 
done, an author should be able to identify which co-authors are respon-
sible for specific other parts of the work. In addition, authors should have 
confidence in the integrity of the contributions of their co-authors.

All those designated as authors should meet all four criteria for author-
ship, and all who meet the four criteria should be identified as authors. 
Those who do not meet all four criteria should be acknowledged in the 
title page of the manuscript.

Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology requires corresponding authors to sub-
mit a signed and scanned version of the authorship contribution form 
(available for download through www.eurasianjpulmonol.com) during 
the initial submission process in order to act appropriately on author-
ship rights and to prevent ghost or honorary authorship. If the editorial 
board suspects a case of “gift authorship,” the submission will be rejected 
without further review. As part of the submission of the manuscript, the 
corresponding author should also send a short statement declaring that 
he/she accepts to undertake all the responsibility for authorship during 
the submission and review stages of the manuscript.

Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology requires and encourages the authors 
and the individuals involved in the evaluation process of submitted 
manuscripts to disclose any existing or potential conflicts of interests, 
including financial, consultant, and institutional, that might lead to po-
tential bias or a conflict of interest. Any financial grants or other support 
received for a submitted study from individuals or institutions should be 
disclosed to the Editorial Board. To disclose a potential conflict of inter-
est, the ICMJE Potential Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form should be 
filled in and submitted by all contributing authors. Cases of a potential 
conflict of interest of the editors, authors, or reviewers are resolved by the 
journal’s Editorial Board within the scope of COPE and ICMJE guide-
lines.

The Editorial Board of the journal handles all appeal and complaint cas-
es within the scope of COPE guidelines. In such cases, authors should 
get in direct contact with the editorial office regarding their appeals and 
complaints. When needed, an ombudsperson may be assigned to resolve 
cases that cannot be resolved internally. The Editor in Chief is the final 
authority in the decision-making process for all appeals and complaints.

Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology requires each submission to be ac-
companied by a Copyright License Agreement (available for download 
at www.eurasianjpulmonol.com). When using previously published con-
tent, including figures, tables, or any other material in both print and 
electronic formats, authors must obtain permission from the copyright 
holder. Legal, financial and criminal liabilities in this regard belong to the 
author(s). By signing the Copyright License Agreement, authors agree 
that the article, if accepted for publication by the Eurasian Journal Pul-
monology, will be licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non 
Commercial 4.0 International License (CC-BY-NC). 
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Statements or opinions expressed in the manuscripts published in Eura-
sian Journal of Pulmonology reflect the views of the author(s) and not the 
opinions of the editors, the editorial board, or the publisher; the editors, 
the editorial board, and the publisher disclaim any responsibility or liabil-
ity for such materials. The final responsibility in regard to the published 
content rests with the authors.

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
The manuscripts should be prepared in accordance with ICMJE-Rec-
ommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing, and Publication of 
Scholarly Work in Medical Journals (updated in December 2015 - http://
www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf ). Authors are required to 
prepare manuscripts in accordance with the CONSORT guidelines for 
randomized research studies, STROBE guidelines for observational orig-
inal research studies, STARD guidelines for studies on diagnostic accura-
cy, PRISMA guidelines for systematic reviews and meta-analysis, ARRIVE 
guidelines for experimental animal studies, and TREND guidelines for 
non-randomized public behavior.

Manuscripts can only be submitted through the journal’s online manuscript 
submission and evaluation system, available at www.eurasianjpulmonol.com. 
Manuscripts submitted via any other medium will not be evaluated.

Publication language of the journal is English but the journal also accepts 
manuscript submissions in Turkish. If accepted, translation services for 
these manuscripts in Turkish will be provided by the journal, free of charge. 

Manuscripts submitted to the journal will first go through a technical 
evaluation process where the editorial office staff will ensure that the 
manuscript has been prepared and submitted in accordance with the 
journal’s guidelines. Submissions that do not conform to the journal’s 
guidelines will be returned to the submitting author with technical cor-
rection requests.

Authors are required to submit the following:

• Copyright Transfer Form,

• Author Contributions Form, and

• ICMJE Potential Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form (should be 
filled in by all contributing authors) during the initial submission. 
These forms are available for download at www.eurasianjpulmo-
nol.com.

Title page: A separate title page should be submitted with all submis-
sions and this page should include:

• The full title of the manuscript as well as a short title (running 
head) of no more than 50 characters,

• Name(s), affiliations, and highest academic degree(s) of the au-
thor(s),

• Grant information and detailed information on the other sources 
of support,

• Name, address, telephone (including the mobile phone number) 
and fax numbers, and email address of the corresponding author,

• Acknowledgment of the individuals who contributed to the prepara-
tion of the manuscript but who do not fulfil the authorship criteria.

Abstract: an English abstract should be submitted with all submissions 
except for Letters to the Editor. The abstract of Original Articles should be 
structured with subheadings (Objective, Methods, Results, and Conclu-
sion). Please check Table 1 below for word count specifications.

Keywords: Each submission must be accompanied by a minimum of 
three to a maximum of six keywords for subject indexing at the end of 
the abstract. The keywords should be listed in full without abbreviations. 
The keywords should be selected from the National Library of Medicine, 
Medical Subject Headings database (https://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/
MBrowser.html).

Manuscript Types
Original Articles: This is the most important type of article since it pro-
vides new information based on original research. The main text of orig-
inal articles should be structured with Introduction, Methods, Statistical 
Analyses, Results, Discussion, and Conclusion subheadings. Please check 
Table 1 for the limitations for Original Articles.

Statistical analysis to support conclusions is usually necessary. Statistical 
analyses must be conducted in accordance with international statistical 
reporting standards (Altman DG, Gore SM, Gardner MJ, Pocock SJ. Sta-
tistical guidelines for contributors to medical journals. Br Med J 1983: 7; 
1489-93). Information on statistical analyses should be provided with a 
separate subheading under the Materials and Methods section and the 
statistical software that was used during the process must be specified.

Units should be prepared in accordance with the International System 
of Units (SI).

Editorial Comments: Editorial comments aim to provide a brief critical 
commentary by reviewers with expertise or with high reputation in the 
topic of the research article published in the journal. Authors are select-
ed and invited by the journal to provide such comments. Abstract, Key-
words, and Tables, Figures, Images, and other media are not included.

Review Articles: Upon invitation from the journal, reviews are prepared 
by authors who have extensive knowledge on a particular field and whose 
scientific background has been translated into a high volume of publi-
cations with a high citation potential. The review should be prepared to 
explain, discuss, and evaluate the latest position attained in a particu-
lar topic for use in the clinical practice and should guide future studies. 
Please check Table 1 for the limitations for Review Articles.

Case Reports: There is limited space for case reports in the journal and 
reports on rare cases or conditions that constitute challenges in diagno-
sis and treatment, those offering new therapies or revealing knowledge 
not included in the literature, and interesting and educative case reports 
are accepted for publication. The text should include Introduction, Case 
Presentation, Discussion, and Conclusion subheadings. Please check Ta-
ble 1 for the limitations for Case Reports.

Letters to the Editor: This type of manuscript discusses important parts, 
overlooked aspects, or lacking parts of a previously published article. Ar-
ticles on subjects within the scope of the journal that might attract the 
readers’ attention, particularly educative cases, may also be submitted 
in the form of a “Letter to the Editor.” Readers can also present their 
comments on the published manuscripts in the form of a “Letter to the 
Editor.” Abstract, Keywords, and Tables, Figures, Images, and other media 
should not be included. The text should be unstructured. The manuscript 
that is being commented on must be properly cited within this manu-
script. Please check Table 1 for the limitations for Letters to the Editor.

Type of Word  Abstract Reference Table Figure 
manuscript limit word limit limit limit limit

Original Article 3500 250  35 6 7 or tatal 
  (Structured)    of 15 images

Review Article 5000 250 50 6 10 or total  
     of 20 images

Case Report 1000 250 10 No 10 or total  
    tables of 20 images

Letter to the  500 No abstract 5 No tables No media 
Editor

Table. Limitations for each manuscript type
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Tables
Tables should be included in the main document, presented after the 
reference list, and they should be numbered consecutively in the order 
they are referred to within the main text. A descriptive title must be 
placed above the tables. Abbreviations used in the tables should be de-
fined below the tables by footnotes (even if they are defined within the 
main text). Tables should be created using the “insert table” command 
of the word processing software and they should be arranged clearly 
to provide easy reading. Data presented in the tables should not be 
a repetition of the data presented within the main text but should be 
supporting the main text.

Figures and Figure Legends
Figures, graphics, and photographs should be submitted as separate 
files (in TIFF or JPEG format) through the submission system. The files 
should not be embedded in a Word document or the main document. 
When there are figure subunits, the subunits should not be merged 
to form a single image. Each subunit should be submitted separately 
through the submission system. Images should not be labelled (a, b, 
c, etc.) to indicate figure subunits. Thick and thin arrows, arrowheads, 
stars, asterisks, and similar marks can be used on the images to support 
figure legends. Like the rest of the submission, the figures too should 
be blind. Any information within the images that may indicate an in-
dividual or institution should be blinded. The minimum resolution of 
each submitted figure should be 300 DPI. To prevent delays in the eval-
uation process, all submitted figures should be clear in resolution and 
large in size (minimum dimensions: 100 × 100 mm). Figure legends 
should be listed at the end of the main document.

All acronyms and abbreviations used in the manuscript should be de-
fined at first use, both in the abstract and in the main text. The abbre-
viation should be provided in parentheses following the definition.

When a drug, product, hardware, or software program is mentioned 
within the main text, product information, including the name of the 
product, the producer of the product, and city and the country of the 
company (including the state if in USA), should be provided in paren-
theses in the following format: “Discovery St PET/CT scanner (General 
Electric, Milwaukee, WI, USA)”

All references, tables, and figures should be referred to within the main 
text, and they should be numbered consecutively in the order they are 
referred to within the main text.

Limitations, drawbacks, and the shortcomings of original articles 
should be mentioned in the Discussion section before the conclusion 
paragraph.

References
While citing publications, preference should be given to the latest, most 
up-to-date publications. If an ahead-of-print publication is cited, the DOI 
number should be provided. Authors are responsible for the accuracy 
of references. Journal titles should be abbreviated in accordance with 
the journal abbreviations in Index Medicus/ MEDLINE/PubMed. When 
there are six or fewer authors, all authors should be listed. If there are sev-
en or more authors, the first six authors should be listed followed by “et 
al.” In the main text of the manuscript, references should be cited using 
Arabic numbers in parentheses. The reference styles for different types of 
publications are presented in the following examples.
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Editorial
Dear Colleagues,

With the last issue of the Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology in 2016, I am resigning 
from the duty of editorship that I have undertaken for 6 years with highest honour. 

When this position was firstly offered to me by the Turkish Respiratory Society I 
accepted with a great excitement and enthusiasm and felt the pride of taking this 
proposal. This was a very important duty and Prof. Dr. Mecit Süerdem, the editor 
before me, delivered the flag to me with a great progress like others before him.  As a 
close witness of Mr. Süerdem’s efforts for the journal during that period, I knew that 
the duty was labour intensive but I was also aware of that I had to withdraw from this 
race after making further progress when the time came for delivering the flag.  One 
of two essential factors for doing that was to feel free on the journal and the other 
was to have a good team. During my time on duty, the administrators of the Turkish 
Respiratory Society, never intervened with my work and I really worked freely. However, when necessary, I benefited 
from their valuable experiences and opinions. Moreover, I was also lucky in terms of the second factor.  My dear 
colleague Sevda, with whom I had the chance of working together for years, had begun to work for the journal 
before me and she was already on the factory floor. I think we worked very efficiently and accomplished great things 
together. In fact, I did not complete this race alone, she ran alongside me until the very last turn.  In addition, a 
strong team of section editors and dear Levent, who joined us later, gave us a helping hand and thus I was able to 
deliver the flag without bringing it down. I thank each of them individually.  The contribution of AVES, which we 
started to work with during my editorship, and its estimable director İbrahim Kara and his team in the success of 
our journal is an undeniable fact. I also owe them a debt of gratitude.  Except for the journal reviewers who spent 
their valuable time for the evaluation of the submitted articles, what we did would have counted for nothing. I 
thank them for their contributions in our journal on behalf of my team. Of course, you our dear colleagues trusted 
us and submitted your precious studies to us. Thank you very much. 

Dear colleagues, 

We brought the adventure of “SOLUNUM Dergisi” to a new phase with “the Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology”.  At 
present, our journal has a prestigious place in the areas of Chest Diseases and Thoracic Surgery. It is completely 
published in English and included in many important international indices such as Thomson Reuters’ Web of 
Science, and it has reached the potential of accepting reviews and research articles from abroad. 

The next main goal of our journal is to be indexed in SCIE and PubMed and I know that we are very close to 
achieving this goal. 

I say goodbye by wishing an earth more worth living. 

Benan Çağlayan
Editor in Chief

E u r a s i a n  J  P u l m o -
n o l
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Editörden
Değerli Meslektaşlarım,

“Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology”nin 2016 yılı son sayısı ile birlikte 6 yıldır büyük bir 
onurla yüklendiğim editörlük görevimden ayrılıyorum. 

2010 yılında Türkiye Solunum Araştırmaları Derneği Merkez Yönetim Kurulunca 
bu görev bana teklif edildiğinde büyük bir heyecan ve istekle bu görevi kabul etmiş 
ve bu teklifi almanın onurunu yaşamıştım. Aldığım görev çok önemliydi, benden 
önceki editör Sn.Prof.Dr.Mecit Süerdem kendisinden önceki yöneticilerin de 
yaptığı gibi aldığı bayrağı mesafeyi açarak bana teslim etmişti. O dönemde Mecit 
hocamızın dergi için harcadığı çabanın yakın tanığı olarak bu işin ne kadar emek-
yoğun bir görev olduğunu biliyordum ancak bende bayrağı teslim günüm geldiğinde 
mesafeyi biraz daha açarak bu koşudan çekilmeliydim. Bunu yapabilmek için 2 temel 
faktörden birisi kendimi dergi konusunda özgür hissetmek, diğeri ise iyi bir ekibe 

sahip olmaktı. Türkiye Solunum Araştırmaları Derneğinin görev yaptığım süre boyunca işbaşında olan yöneticileri 
kelimenin tam anlamıyla bana hiç müdahalede bulunmadılar yani gerçekten özgürce çalıştım ama yeri geldiğinde 
çok değer verdiğim görüş ve deneyimlerinden yararlandım. İkinci faktör konusunda da şanslıydım. Yıllarca birlikte 
çalışma şansını yakaladığım sevgili Sevda benden önce dergi işlerine girmişti ve işin mutfağındaydı zaten. Birlikte 
çok verimli çalıştık, çok şeyler başardık düşüncesindeyim. Aslında ben bu koşuyu tek başıma yapmadım, kendisi 
son dönemeçe kadar hep yanımda koştu. Ayrıca güçlü bir bölüm editörü ekibi, sonradan aramıza katılan Sevgili 
Levent bu koşuda bize omuz verdi ve bu sayede bayrağı düşürmeden teslim edebildim. Hepsine tek tek teşekkür 
ederim. Editörlük yaptığım dönemde çalışmaya başladığımız AVES yayınevi ve değerli yöneticisi Sn.İbrahim 
Kara ve ekibinin de dergimizin başarısındaki rolü yadsınamaz bir gerçektir, onlara da teşekkürü borç bilirim. Çok 
değerli özel zamanlarını dergimize gelen makalelerin değerlendirmesi için harcayan dergi hakemleri olmasaydı 
yapıklarımızın hiçbir anlamı olmazdı, kendilerine dergiye verdikleri bu katkı için tüm ekibim adına teşekkür ederim.
Tabii ki siz değerli meslektaşlarımız bizlere güvendiniz, en değerli ürünlerinizi bize teslim ettiniz, size ne kadar 
teşekkür etsek azdır.

Değerli meslektaşlarım “SOLUNUM Dergisi” olarak başladığımız macerayı “Eurasian Journal of Pulmonology” ile 
yeni bir aşamaya getirdik. Bugün dergimiz artık tümüyle İngilizce yayınlanan, başta Thomson Reuters olmak üzere 
birçok saygın uluslararası kuruluşta indekslenen,  yurtdışından derleme ve araştırma makalesi alma potansiyeline 
ulaşmış, Göğüs Hastalıkları ve Göğüs Cerrahisi alanlarında ülkemizde çok saygın konuma ulaşmış bir dergidir.

Dergimizin önündeki ana hedef artık SCI ve PubMed’ tir ve bu hedefin çok uzak olmadığını biliyorum.

Daha yaşanılası bir Dünya dileğiyle...

Hoşçakalın..

Benan Çağlayan
Baş Editör


